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By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 





To be continued every THURSDAY. 





Tuurspday, December the 26th, 1754. 





Seria cum pofim quod delectantia malim 
Scribere, tu caufa es, Leétor. 





Marr. 


a HIS being the day after the fefti- 
val of Chriftmas, as alfo the lat 
Thurfday of the old year, I feel 







But upon reflection 
I find it neceffary to reject any fuch confideration, fop 
the fame reafon that I have hitherto declined giving too 
ferious a turn to the generality of thefe eflays. Papers 
of pleafantry, enforcing fome leffer duty, or reprehend- 


ing fome fafhionable folly, will be of more real ufe 
than 
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than the fineft writing and moft virtuous moral, which 
‘few or none will be at the pains to read through.. I do 

not mean to reproach the age with having no delight 
- in any thing ferious ; but I cannot help obferving, that 
the demand for moral effays (and the prefent times 
have produced many very excellent ones) has of late 
fallen very fhort of their acknowledged merits. 

Tuer world has always confidered amufement to be 
the principal end of a public paper: and though it is 
the duty of a writer to take care that fome ufeful mo- 
ral be inculcated, yet unlefs he be happy in the pecu- 
liar talent of couching it under the appearance of mere 
entertainment, his compofitions will be ufelefs: his 
readers will fleep over his unenlivened inftruction, or 
be difgufted at his too frequently overhawling old worn- 
out fubjeGs, and retailing what is to be found in every 
library in the kingdom. . | 

Innocent mirth and levity are more apparently the 
province of fuch an undertaking as this: but whether 
they are really fo or not, while mankind agree to think 
fo, the writer who fhall happen to be of a different o- 
pinion, muft foon ‘find himfelf obliged either to lay 
afide his prejudices. or his pen.  Pleafantry and wit 
have at all times been the greateft fupport of occafional 
writings : nor ought it to be fuppofed in our days, 
when every general topic is exhaufted, that there can 
be any other way of engaging the attention, than by 
reprefenting the manners as faft as they change, and 
enforcing the novelty of them with all the powers of 
drawing, and heightening it with all the colouring of 
humour. The only danger is, left the habit of levity 
fhould tend to the admifiion of any thing contrary to 
the defign of fuch a work. To this I can only fay, 


that 
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that the greateft care has been taken in the courfe of 
thefe papers to weigh and confider the tendency of eve- 
ry, fentiment and expreflion ; and if any thing impro- 
jper has obtained a place in them, I can truly affert that 
it has been only owing to that inadvertency which at- 
tends a various publication ; and which is fo inevitable, 
that (however extraordinary it may feem to thofe who 
‘are, now to be told it) it 1s notorious that there are pa- 
pers printed in the Guardians, which were written in 
artful ridicule of the very undertakers of that work, and 
their moft particular friends. 

In writings of humour, figures are fometimes ufed 
of fo delicate a nature, that it fhall often happen that 
fome people will fee things in a direct contrary fenfe 
to what the author and the majority of readers under- 
ftand them. To fach, the moft innocent irony may 
appear irreligion or wickednefs. But in the mifappre- 
henfion of this figure, it is not always that the reader is 
to blame. A great deal of irony may feem very clear 
to the writer, which may not be fo properly managed 
as to be fafely trufted to the various capacities and ap- 
prehenfions of all fortswof readers. In fuch cafes the 
conductor of a paper will be liable to various kinds of 
cenfure, though in reality nothing can be proved againft 
him but want of judgment. 

Havinc given my general reafons againft the too fre- 
quent writing of ferious papers, it may not be improper to 
{peak more particularly of the feafon which gave rife to 
thefe reflections, and to fhew that as matters ftand at pre- 
fent, it would not even be:a fanction for fuch kind of 
compofitions. Our anceftors confidered Chriftmas in the 
double light of a holy commemoration, and a chearful 
feftival ; and accordingly diftinguifhed it by devotion, 


by 
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by vacation from bufinefs, by merriment and hofpitality. 
They feemed eagerly bent to make themfelves and every- 
body about them happy. With what punétual zeal did 
they with one another @ merry Chrifimas? and what an 
omiffion would it have been thought, to have concluded 
a letter without the compliments of the feafon? The 
great hall refounded with the tumultuous joys of fervants 
and tenants, and the gambols they played ferved as 
amufement to the lord of the manfion and his family, 
who by encouraging every art conducive to mirth and 
entertainment, endeavoured to foften the rigour of the 
feafon, and mitigate the influence of winter. What a 
fund of delight was the chufing King and Queen upon 
Twelfth-Night? and how greatly ought we to regret the 
neglect of minced-pyes, which, betides the ideas of 
merry-making infeparable from them, were always con-~ 
fidered as the teft of f{cifmatics! How zealouily were 
they fwallowed by the orthodox, to the utter confufion 
of all fanatical recufants! If any country gentleman 
fhould be fo unfortunate in this age as to lie under a 
fufpicion of herefy, where will he find fo eafy a method 
of acquitting himfelf, as by @#he ordzal of plumb- 
porridge ¢ 

To account fora revolution which has rendered this 
feafon (fo eminently diftinguifhed formerly) now {fo lit- 
tle different from the reft of the year, will be no dithcult 
tafk. The fhare which devotion had in the folemniza- 
tion of Chriftmas is greatly reduced ; and it is not to be 
expefi:d that thofe who have no religion at any other 
arto! the year, fhauld fuddenly bring their minds from 
a julit of diftpationto a temper not very eafy to be 

ken up withthe day. As to the influence which va- 
cation from bufinefs and feftal mirth have had in the 


celebration 
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celebration of the holidays, they can have.no. particular 
fet i in the prefent times, when almoft. every day is 
fpent like an anniverfary rejoicing, when, every dinneg 
is a feaft, the very tafting of our wines hard. drinking, 
and our common play gaming. It is not therefore. to 
be wondered at, that there is nothing remaining in this 
town to characterize the time, but the orange and rofe- 
mary, and the bellman’s verfes. 
_ Tue Romans allotted this month to the celebration of 
the feaft called the Saturnalia. During thefe holidays 
every fervant had the liberty of faying what he pleafed 
to his mafter with impunity. 
Age libertate Decembri, 

Quando ita majores voluerunt, utere. 
1 with with all my heart that the fame indulgence 
was allowed to fervants in thefe times, provided that it 
would be a reftraint upon their licentioufnefs through 
the reft of the year. 

Tue mott fatal revolution, and what principally con- 
cerns this feafon, is the too general defertion of the coun- 
try, the great fcene of hofpitality. Of all the follies of this 
age, itis the leaft to beacccunted for, how {mall a part 
of fuch as throng to London in the winter, are thofe who 
either go upon the plea of bufinefs, or to amufe them- 
felves with what were formerly called the pleafures of 
the place. There are the theatres, mufic, and I may 
add many other entertainments, which are only to be 
had in perfection in the metropolis ; but it is really a fact, 
that three parts in four of thofe who croud the houfes 
which are already built, and who are now taking leafes 
of foundations which are to be houfes as faft as hands 
can make them, come to town with the fole view of paf- 
fing their time over a card-table, 








To 
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To what this is owing I am at alofs to conceive ; but 
I have at leaft the fatisfaction of faying, that I have not 
contributed to the growth. of ‘this folly: nor doI find, 
upon a review of all my papers, that I have painted this 
town in fuch glowing and irrefiftible colours, as to have 
caufed this forcible attraction. Ihave not fo muchas 
given an ironical commendation of crowds, which feem 
to be the great allurements ; nor have I anywhere at- 
tempted to put the pleafures of the town in competition 
with thofe of the country. On the contrary, it has been, 
and will be my care to delineate the manners and fafh- 
ions of a town life fo truly and impartially, as rather to 
fatisfy than excite the curiofity of a country reader, who 
may be defirous to know what is doing in the world. If 
at any time I fhould allow the metropolis it’s due praifes, 
as being the great mart for arts, fciences and erudition, 
T ought not to be accufed of influencing thofe perfons 
who pay their vifits to it upon very different confider- 
ations: nor can any thing I fhall fay, of the tendency 
above-mentioned, be pleaded in excufe for coming up 
to town merely to play at cards. 


P. S. Ir would be dealing ungratefully by my cor- 
refpondents, if at the clofe of this fecond year, I forgot 
to acknowledge the many obligations Iowe them. It 
may alfo be neceflary to add, that feveral letters are come 


to hand, which are not rejected, but poftponed. ta 
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